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Readers are Leaders

Software Title:  

Readers are Leaders
Evaluator:  


Pam Miller
Distributor:  


Four Blind Mice  

Subject/learning area:  
Language / Reading

Grade:  


1 to 12 and tertiary (third year university level)

Age of learners:  

7 to 21
Special needs categories:  
Suitable for ADD learners as well as those visually impaired.

Ideal duration of use:  

Daily for 30 minutes

Technology required:  
Minimum requirements:  Pentium 1 processor, 16 MB RAM, Windows 95 or NT4, 90MB hard drive space, 640x480 resolution with 256 colour display, TCP/IP network (Network versions only), Internet Explorer 4X or later

Focus and purpose 

The focus the software is to provide a tool for learning reading in any grade from Grade 1 to Grade 15.  The main aim of the software is to improve the reading ability of the user systematically by improving their reading speed and comprehension.

Installation

The software was already on the system when it was investigated.  I believe it installs easily.  The software comes with a setup manual.  According to the manual it install with the common Install Shield.  There does not appear to be any conflicts with other software.

Content and curriculum relevance

This software can be used in any grade from Grade 1 to Grade 15.  It can primarily be used for teaching and improving reading in English or Afrikaans.  

There are 15 levels which the learners can progress through, each level approximating a grade level.  Each level has exercises on the following topics:

· Recognising words per minute

· Memory

· Comprehension

· Word recognition

· Grammar

· Vocabulary questions

The learner initially has to go through steps to calibrate the system to his/her own level.  Each learner has a different speed for the topics listed above, not necessarily equal across all six areas.  After calibration the system adapts to each individual learner.  There are about 52 reading passages in the program, with exercise sequences per level, which progressively becomes more difficult after each 10.  

The Content editing function allows organisations to add their own material and therefore use it for staff development, teaching reading at the same time as teaching content particular to the organisation.  I would add reading material about my subject area and teach the learners, reading but on my subject area.  This software comes with English and Afrikaans content but the Content editor allows material with any language to be added, making it very suitable for Africa with its making language and dialects.

The current software includes a wide a variety of topics which apply to both males and females.  The topics of the different levels are listed below:

· Level 1 - 4 - Fiction, the environment and everyday experiences of the young child.

· Level 5 - 12 - Nature, history and biographies

· Level 13-15 - Economics, medicine, psychology, religion, politics.

The software could fit into the curriculum for the main languages and also subject areas - learners should be conversant and literate in each subject area they are taught in.

Computer competence required to use this software include use of the mouse and keyboard.  

The software encourages the following critical outcomes:  

· Communicate effectively using visual, symbolic and/or language skills in various modes.
The software encourages the following developmental outcomes:  

· Reflect on and explore a variety of strategies to learn more effectively.

Design, Navigation and Ease of use

The Help function, F1, is clear and found on every screen.  The Help function is comprehensive providing data about the program and also about reading disabilities.  The navigation is self-explanatory and can be adapted to an organisations needs.  It looks good while the instructions are given.  The screen interface could be clearer with instructions more defined.  It was easy to use.

Computer Literacy or Competence

The software encourages the following ICT critical outcomes:  

· Use and maintain ICT in an appropriate, effective and efficient manner - Use standard peripherals such as input devices such as a keyboard and mouse.

· Solve problems using ICT - Selection of this software as a tool to find information on the topic of birds can be regarded as a good strategy.

Special Needs

The Help function includes research on learning disabilities.  This is one the few reading programs which do not require sound, and thus make it accessible to hearing-impaired learners.
Managing Assessment and feedback

From the moment the user logs on and starts doing any work, the results are recorded.  The Report can be accessed from an icon on the main menu.  The Report can be printed, shown as numbers or in graphic format.  

Conclusion

A program I would like to see used more in education where learners do reading based on subject areas.  This software allows editing and adaptation for this to happen.  Reading is an essential tool and this software successfully teaches reading.







