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Punctuation Show (Sherston Software)

Software Title:  

Punctuation Show (Sherston Software)

Evaluator:  


Pam Miller
Distributor:  


Edit Microsystems

Subject/learning area:  
Language
Topic:  



Punctuation
Grade:  


4-11
Age of learners:  

8-16

Special needs categories:  
Visually impaired child

Ideal duration of use:  
To complement a lesson, thereafter 15 minutes a week until competent

Technology required: 
 Windows 3.1, 95 or above, 486/66MHz, 8 MB RAM, Double , SVGA speaker and earphones OR Apple Mac LC 475, 4MB free RAM, Double speed CD-ROM drive, 640x480 colours, plus good sound facilities

Focus and purpose 

The purpose of the software is to teach punctuation.  I would use it to reinforce punctuation concepts taught in class.  The format of the software allows one to use the program as a reference tool, to teaching examples and tests on particular aspects of English punctuation.

Installation

This tutorial software can be run straight from the CD ROM drive or be installed on a network.  No installation is required if the software is run directly from the CD ROM although installing on a network would be different.  There were clear instructions for installing on the CD cover but they were not necessary as the Autorun functioned perfectly.  There did not appear to be any conflict with other software when it was run from the CD ROM drive.  On a network I have not heard of any conflict with other software.

Content and curriculum relevance

This tutorial software can be used for any grade from primary to high where there is a need to correct or learn punctuation in the Language area.  

The contents of the CD includes the following:

· Apostrophe

· Brackets, hyphen and dashes

· Capital letters and full stops

· Commas

· Question marks and exclamation marks

· Semicolons and colons

· Speech marks

Once the CD is in the CD ROM drive, the program installs, opens and takes the user through an introduction into the purpose of punctuation.  The user has the opportunity to select an area of punctuation and then do pre test before starting, or follow the instructor.  One can also select where one wishes to work.

The CD is divided into:

· Explanations - the teaching part

· Activities - the fun testing part with five different types of game per topic

· Test - a global test at the end

· Teacher's section - diagnostics, progress, teacher-student reviews, set password

· Scores - shows student scores

· Help - covers all the aspects above

The subject matter of this software is important to the African context as English is often learned as a first or second additional language.  As such, learners may have gaps in their English language usage.  This software would be able, through its interactive nature, to motivate the learners into achieving competence in the required punctuation skills.   The software does have a British basis but it does attempt to be global.

To the African rural child the TV format of the presenter may be a bit unsuitable and too 'chirpy'.  To the urban child used to TV talk shows, the format will be quite acceptable.  The accent of the presenters is decidedly British.

The software encourages the following critical outcomes:  

· Work effectively with others as members of a team, group, organisation and community - depending on the method used.

· Demonstrate an understanding of the world as a set of related systems by recognising that problem solving contexts do not exist in isolation.

The software encourages the following developmental outcomes:  

· Identify and solve problems and make decisions using critical and creative thinking

The software cannot be used to generate and or adapt relevant content.  The software has the facility to export the material covered in the activities and printed out for the teacher to use in other material or lessons.

Design, Navigation and Ease of use

Help is provided in a help section on almost every screen.  One can also click on a tab to access the relevant help section.  One also has the facility to print any aspect of the Help one needs.  The navigation is self explanatory and easy.  The software was very easy to use.  The program focuses on the job of teaching punctuation in an interactive interesting way and the learners forgets that he / she is using a computer.  

Computer Literacy or Competence

The software encourages and develops the following ICT outcomes:  

· Use and maintain ICT in an appropriate, effective and efficient manner - Use standard peripherals such as a CD-ROM drive, and use input devices such as a keyboard and mouse.

· Collaborate with others when using ICT - Confidently and positively collaborating with peers in a class environment.

· Solve problems using ICT - Selection of this software as a tool to learn punctuation can be regarded as a good strategy.

Special Needs

To accommodate special needs students what is 'said' is also printed on the screen for important features.  The visually impaired child is assisted with the large clear text and screen design.  The animation and clear speech assist these students.

Managing Assessment and feedback

When using this software, one can log on as an individual or as a group, and work as group or alone.  Data about individual or group scores are kept in the teacher's section.  In teacher mode one has the ability to monitor each learner.  The activities are not differentiated by degree of difficult but the teacher does have the ability of select the type of words used in the Activity.

Conclusion

Overall the software impressed.  The learners would like to use it.  A consideration is the necessity and use of good earphones as the noise could be a problem in a classroom environment.  There are instructions delivered in an entertaining way, as well as activities and tests to apply learned skills.  I wish that my high school could obtain this software and my learners improve their punctuation skills!  It would be a worthwhile investment.






