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Discover garden birds with Ken Newman

Software Title: 


Discover garden birds with Ken Newman
Evaluator:  


Pam Miller
Distributor:  
Southern Book Publishers (CD available at Central News Agency, Incredible Connections, Exclusive Books)
Subject/learning area: 

Environmental science

Topic: 


 
Birds
Grade:  


Grade 1-12

Age of learners: 

Any
Special needs categories:  
ADD, visually impaired

Ideal duration of use:  

Whenever needed as a source of information 

Technology required:  
IBM compatible PC with 386DX/33MHz or higher, microcompressor, 8Mb of RAM, MPC-compatible CD-ROM drive and sound card, mouse, SVGA 256 colour display, loudspeakers or headphones, Microsoft Windows 3.1 or later

Focus and purpose 

The purpose of the software is to provide a multimedia entertainment experience for the entire family about garden birds in South Africa.  

Installation

The program was very easy to install by following the instructions on the box.  Uninstalling will be easy if and when I decide to uninstall.  The program seems to work well with other software on my system.

Content and curriculum relevance

The software is a virtual study with a library of information about

· birds - what they eat, what they look like, how they fly, how they live, the calls they make;

· where to find birds - in different habitats, all over Southern Africa including game reserves; and 

· how to watch birds - identify birds, using a field guide, using binoculars.

The software can be used from Grade 0 upward depending on how it is used.  It could be used as databank of information, aural, video or print.   Young children enjoy using it in the classroom browsing, identifying birds or testing their knowledge in the games section.  There are special sections for children if one can find them.  Mature learners will also benefit from the information on the CD using it for different purposes.  The sound and video aspects of the CD compliment printed books on the subject.  It is a pity that the text, pictures and video clips cannot be copied and saved from the CD, and used in documents created by learners.

This CD is particularly relevant to the African context and classroom as it deals with material found in Africa, rural and urban.  The language level of the CD is not high and those learners using English as a first or second additional language are well catered for. Text is large and clear.  Spoken text is often followed live on screen.  

Required computer skills to use this CD are the ability to use a mouse and click on various parts of the screen.  Tolerance to cope with the inability to get back to the main screen is a must.  Frequent users of the program learn where to find what they need quickly - navigation is not intuitive.

The software encourages the following critical outcomes:  

· Identify and solve problems and make decisions using critical and creative thinking.

· Work effectively with others as members of a team, group, organisation and community.

· Collect, analyse, organise and critically evaluate information.

· Demonstrate an understanding of the world as a set of related systems by recognising that problem solving contexts do not exist in isolation.

The software encourages the following developmental outcomes:  

· Reflect on and explore a variety of strategies to learn more effectively.

Design, Navigation and Ease of use

I found the program difficult to navigate.  To start the program I clicked on the bird icon "Discover Garden Birds".  This launched the program.  Once past the title sequence, I found myself in a study, the main page.  From here, you can travel anywhere by clicking on objects in the room, for example, if you click on the anatomy chart hanging on the wall, you will be taken to the anatomy section.  An object is clickable if the cursor changes shape while passing over it.  According to the Help menu the easiest way to return to the study is to click the right mouse button but this did not work for me.  Getting into section was difficult but getting out was tricky.   I was not able to find an exit option on the screen and was only able to exit the program by using Control-Q.   Navigation was extremely difficult from section to section.  

Computer Literacy or Competence

The software encourages the following ICT critical outcomes:  

· Use and maintain ICT in an appropriate, effective and efficient manner - Use standard peripherals such as a CD-ROM drive, and use input devices such as a keyboard and mouse.

· Collaborate with others when using ICT - Confidently and positively collaborating with peers in a class environment.

· Solve problems using ICT - Selection of this software as a tool to find information on the topic of birds can be regarded as a good strategy.

Special Needs

Learners with ADD are accommodated in the software.  Visually impaired learners are assisted with sound clips and good clear illustrations.  Learners with hearing problems are not accommodated when using this software.

Managing Assessment and feedback

This CD does not aim to track progress, as it is not an educational program per se, but a databank of information.   

Conclusion

This CD was first produced in 1996.  At that time it was a ground breaking CD in South Africa with sound, text and animations.   It is still a good package to use as a databank of information on the topic.  







