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Clicker 4

Software title:


Clicker 4

Evaluator:


Caroline Rimmer

Distributor:


Direqlearn and Edit Microsystems

Subject/learning area(s):
Literacy, ICT

Grade:



Grade 1 – Grade 3 ( English home language )





Grade 2 – Grade 3 ( English first additional language )

Age of learners:

6 – 9 years

Special needs categories:
Suitable for learners who learn more slowly, or who have some degree of physical disability.

Ideal duration of use:

30 minutes once a week, or as the need arises.

Technology required:
Microsoft Windows 95, 98 or NT, Pentium II 200 or greater, 32 MB RAM, 50MB hard disk space, 16 bit colour display at 800x600 or greater, printer.

Focus and Purpose

This programme focuses on early writing. Its purpose is to enable learners to write with whole words, phrases and pictures.

Installation

The programme was very easy to install, and needs to be installed with Internet Explorer 5. It did not show any conflict with other software. It was a little more difficult to uninstall.

Content and Curriculum Relevance

Clicker is a simple word processor, yet can be used as a powerful multimedia tool in the classroom. It contains grids of words, sounds and pictures that help the learner to read and write his/her own material. The images and presentation of the words are good, but the speech is a little stilted with an American slant to it. However, I do not think this will put the learner off. Because there is no specific content, the programme can be used across the curriculum. It supports writing generally, but will support spelling by reading out the words and allowing the learner to self-correct, and grammar. Word banks for maths, science and any other topic with which the learners are busy can be built up. This programme also supports the ICT curriculum in that it helps develop skills such as organising, presenting work and keyboard skills.

Design Navigation and Ease of Use

Teachers would be advised to complete the tutorial first before allowing the learners to use the software. It is very easy to follow, and allows the teacher an opportunity to see exactly what the programme has to offer. From then on only the imagination will hold him/her back! Onscreen help is good with dropdown explanations on the icons. Navigation is by arrows on the toolbar.

The learners will also find it easy to use as it displays the work currently in progress. They are able to follow what they are doing and work out what they need to do next. The teacher is able to tailor-make grids to suit each learner or particular topic. The language and pictures are appropriate to this age of learner. Additional grids are easily downloaded from the Crick website.

Computer Literacy or Competence

The programme does assume some level of familiarity with the keyboard and mouse, but this is not a prerequisite to be able to use Clicker. The learner will learn very quickly how to navigate his/her way around, as the screens are so user-friendly.

This software can be used as a powerful tool to develop ICT skills such as:- creating an awareness of what ICT can do for the learner, helping the learner choose when ICT is an appropriate tool for a certain task, helping the learner to progress at a faster pace, working confidently with his/her peers in the classroom environment by working in groups or pairs, working with a database, using word banks to solve problems and present his/her work in an acceptable format. Together with all the above, the learner will also learn how to use and care for input devices ( keyboard, mouse ) and standard peripherals ( printer, CD-ROM drive ). Typing skills will also be developed.

Special Needs

This is an ideal package to use with learners who have special needs. Slower learners will be able to see and hear the words, in addition to having the associated picture displayed with most of the words. Those who are weaker in spelling will be helped to master this area of the Literacy curriculum by seeing the word written and hearing it being spoken. Words spelt incorrectly often do not make sense, thus allowing the learner to self-correct. The text can be varied to facilitate those learners who may be visually impaired. For learners who have varying degrees of physical disabilities, the software can cater for the use of speech, the option to use the mouse, keyboard or touch screen. Different types of mouse could also be used: the normal mouse, the roller mouse or a switch box. I have read reports of severely disabled learners participating in the classroom activities quite happily using a switch box and this programme.

Managing Assessment and Feedback

Because the teacher is able to customize the software for each learner, he/she is able to constantly assess the progress of the learners. This will take the form of informal assessment during class as no records are kept of the learner’s progress, other than the tasks set by the teacher. The files can be saved and viewed or printed out later. 

Conclusion

Clicker is an exciting piece of software, which has many uses in the classroom. For learners whose first or second additional language is English, Clicker will provide many opportunities to get to grips with the language, or to learn about different topics in English. For those learners who have special needs, it will prove to be an invaluable tool for learning and communicating.

It will require some time from the teacher initially to set up the grids and links, but once that is done, the programme will be easy to use. The teacher can download additional grids from the Crick website at any time to enhance the work being done. The fact that the software can be used in so many different areas of the curriculum makes it a very powerful tool to have in the classroom. 

Work is currently being done to develop an African version of this software. Local graphics and video material are being added, as well as Afrikaans and Xhosa phrases and some traditional greetings. This would be an ideal tool to have in the African classroom.







