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123-CD 

Software title:


123-CD

Evaluator:


Caroline Rimmer

Distributor:


Direqlearn and Edit Microsystems

Subject/learning area(s):
Maths

Grade:



Grade R – Grade 1

Age of learners:

6 – 7 years

Special needs categories:
Suitable for Special Needs Learners
Ideal duration of use:

30 minutes once a week, or as the need arises.
Technology required:
Microsoft Windows 95, Pentium 166 MHz, 32 MB RAM, printer.

Focus and Purpose

The focus here is on numeracy, in particular, counting. Its purpose is to help the young learner come to grips with the very complex concept of counting and early number, and to develop the learner’s number skills.

Installation

The software took less than a minute to install without interfering with any other software. It was just as easy to uninstall.

Content and Curriculum Relevance

The number content is appropriate to this age group who need to work with the numbers 1 – 10. Some learners within this group may already be familiar with the numbers, but some of the activities will test other skills. The teacher is able to select activities to suit the learner, so there will be something for every learner to work on. The activities help develop skills such as basic counting, memory recall, dealing with the concepts of “more” and “less”, using direction to get to a specific number and completing an activity against time. 

The sound and animation are of a good quality. The narrator has a slight British accent and is a little stilted at times, but I think the learners will get used to it and not let it worry them. The correction routines are gentle and very helpful. Some activities are slow to react when clicking on objects, as the object had to complete its animation before the activity could continue. However, this is not a bad thing as the slower learners can keep up and those learners who tend to rush things can slow down and concentrate.

I found the images were appropriate to any ethnic culture, as the programme used general objects such as flowers, sheep, eggs, birds and teddy bears. In the rhyming activity, there were terms used such as “skates” and “den” ( a little house ) that learners in Africa may not be familiar with. However, with the support from the pictures and narration, and if the teacher explained these terms to the learners, it could be used to increase the learners’ vocabulary.

123-CD can be used to support the development of mathematical skills of early learners in the following areas: saying and using number names in order, counting confidently up to 10 objects and recognizing numerals 1 to 9.

Design Navigation and Ease of Use

The software is designed in such a way as to allow the learner to navigate his/her own way around the activities. Once the learner knows which icon represents which activity, he/she can select the one he/she wants with no help from the teacher. The volume can be adjusted, and there is an icon that, when clicked on, will repeat the instruction.

The programme is interactive, and will keep the learner motivated.

For the teacher, there is an option to select which numbers are to be used and which activities he/she wants the learners to use. According to the user manual, the package comes a variety of photocopied work sheets that the learners can work through away from the computer. I did not see these so cannot comment.

This is an easy programme to use both for the teacher and the learner. Within the African context, I think it would be a useful tool to have in the classroom as it deals with the concepts of numbers and counting in a fun and interesting way, while reinforcing the English language.

Computer Literacy or Competence 

This software is totally mouse driven so would be ideal to use for first-time computer users. While learning number concepts, the learner would also be gaining skills such as the use and care for the mouse, keyboard and CD-ROM drive. He/she would also be introduced to the exciting ways ICT could help them learn or enhance their knowledge. The learner would be able to work alone and therefore at his/her own pace in an environment that is safe and unthreatening. The programme provides an opportunity for the learner to solve problems using ICT, and provides reinforcement, drills and the chance to practice number skills learned in the classroom.

For learners within Africa whose home language is not English, the programme offers an opportunity to listen to the language and learn new vocabulary with out realising it. All instructions are clear and repetitive, with an icon on screen that can be used to repeat the instruction.

Special Needs

I think this programme would appeal to learner with special needs as the graphics and animation are amusing and appealing. This will keep the learner who is easily distracted locked in and motivated. For the slower learners, the instructions are clear and can be repeated if needs be. The teacher is able to select the activities for each learner, and can also select the numbers the learner must work with. This will help the learner practice working only with the numbers with which he/she is having problems. 

Managing Assessment and Feedback

As there is no record kept of the learner’s progress the teacher will have to take a more active role in monitoring the activities. This could take the form of either generally looking over the learners’ shoulders while busy with the activities, or sitting down one-to-one and working through the programme. If any problem areas are found, the teacher is then able to select specific numbers and activities that would best suit the learner. The number of times each activity is to be practiced can also be set. This means faster learners will not be bored, and slower learners will be able to get more practice – a feature that will be an advantage to the African learner who is not familiar with this form of learning.

Conclusion

Overall, this is an easy programme for teachers and learners to use. It supports the learning of counting and early number skills in a fun and practical way. It uses a variety of activities to introduce, reinforce and consolidate these skills, and allows the learner to work on his/her own. This would be an advantage in a class where the teacher:learner ratio is high as the teacher can allow the more competent learners to practice on their own while giving more attention to those learners who are struggling ( provided there are enough computers in the classroom to facilitate this ).






