ACTIVITY 7: Tables and chairs 

LEARNING AREA: Mathematics

PHASE: Senior

LEARNING AREA OUTCOMES: LO2: Patterns, functions and algebra. 

The learner will be able to recognize, describe and represent patterns and relationships, as well as solve problems using algebraic language and skill. 

Learning Area Assessment Criteria:

ICT OUTCOMES: 6

The learner will be able to:

6.
solve problems using ICT.

ICT Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

· processes data using a spreadsheet.

ACTIVITY

· Long thin tables are used as desks in a classroom. Three chairs can fit around each side. The tables are arranged as follows:





· Learners draw in the other chairs. Now ask them:

· If there are only two tables how many chairs can there be?

· For four tables – how many chairs all together?

· For six tables – how many chairs?

· What about 10 tables? 100 tables? 10000 tables? 

· Learners then use a spreadsheet to develop a model that shows the number of tables and the number of chairs. Ask them: “If I know how many tables there are how can I work out how many chairs are needed? If I know how many chairs how do I work out how many tables?”

· Now learners can choose a new arrangement of tables. Maybe they can fit 6 chairs or perhaps they fit three tables together. They draw their arrangements and investigate the relationship between chairs and tables on a new spreadsheet. They then describe in a paragraph what they found.




















































