ACTIVITY 5 (Project): Prices 

LEARNING AREA: Mathematics

PHASE: Intermediate

LEARNING AREA OUTCOMES: 5: Data Handling

· The learner is able to collect, summarize, display and critically analyze data in order to draw conclusions and make predictions, and to interpret and determine chance variation.

Learning Area Assessment Criteria

We know this when the learner:

· Collects data (alone and/or as a member of a group or team) in the classroom and school environment to answer questions posed by the teacher and the class.

· Organizes and records data using tallies and tables.

· Draws a variety of graphs to display and interpret data (ungrouped).

ICT OUTCOMES: 3, 6 and 7

The learner will be able to:

3.
collaborate with others when using ICT;

6.
solve problems using ICT; and

7.
communicate and present information using ICT.

ICT Assessment Standards

We know this when the learner:

· collaborates with peers, community members and experts beyond the school and classroom; 

· processes data using databases; 

· processes data using a spreadsheet;

· processes data using tables; and

· communicates and presents information using a word processor.

ACTIVITY

· This project can be tackled in collaboration with another school in a different town/province. Working in teams, learners collect data about the prices of goods in different stores. The data that the teams should collect must be decided beforehand. This can be done through classroom discussion around what questions the study should be able to answer. A range of (at least 20) different products could be selected, for example, the prices of:

· 750g Crosse & Blackwell Mayonnaise

· 250g Bovril

· 750 ml Sunlight dishwashing liquid

· Learners are required to create a form to print out and use for entering data collected. If the school is collaborating with another school, the same form would have to be used in both locations. Teams will find the information as homework, over say one week, and they can choose a store which is convenient for them to visit.

· The data collection task should be divided between the teams. For example, different teams could be allocated to different stores (team 1 goes to Shoprite, team 2 to 7-Eleven, team 3 to Pick ‘n Pay, etc). 

· When the data has been collected, the teams can either create their own databases or the teacher can create one central database if necessary. Data from the two schools will have to be combined for the study.

· A wide variety of learning activities can be built around the database:

· querying the data (‘where is it cheaper to buy Bovril?’)

· analyzing the data through tables and bar graphs

· interpreting the results (Can any general claims be made?)




















































